INTRODUCTION
The genus Xylobolus is represented by two species in Europe: Xylobolus frustulatus (Pers.: Fr.) Boidin and X. subpileatus (Berk. & M. A. Curtis) Boidin, of which only the first has been reported from Poland (Wojewoda 2003) .
In the whole Europe, Xylobolus frustulatus is widely distributed but not frequent (e.g. Kotlaba 1967 Kotlaba , 1986 Lange 1974; Krieglsteiner 1991; Hansen, Knudsen 1997) . In Poland, it is a rare species, although in some areas, e.g. in the Augustów Forest and the Białowieża Forest, it is relatively frequent (Wojewoda 2000a (Wojewoda , 2003 . Recently, it has been found both in the north (Western Pomerania) and south (Western Carpathians) of Poland. It is considered threatened and has been enlisted in the Polish red list of macrofungi (Wojewoda, Ławrynowicz 2006) . with 4 sterigmata. Basidiospores short-ellipsoid, smooth, thin-walled, hyaline, amyloid, 3.5-6(-7) x 2.5-3(-3.5) μm.
Ecological notEs. Xylobolus frustulatus grows most frequently on old decorticated stumps, branches and logs of deciduous trees, mainly of the genus Quercus (e.g. Q. cerris, Q. frainetto, Q. petraea and Q. robur), finding the most favourable conditions for development on old oak logs that have been laying in the forest for a long time (Figs 1, 2) . Furthermore the specimens were recorded also on Betula sp., Castanea sp., Liliodendron tulipifera, Pinus strobus and Pseudotsuga sp., by other researchers (e.g. Chamuris 1988; Tortić 1988; Domański 1991; Ginns, Lefebvre 1993; Hansen, Knudsen 1997; Wojewoda 2003) . X. frustulatus has been reported from Brandenburg both as saprotoph and parasite of old Quercus trees (Schmidt et al. 2008) .
First of all, Xylobolus frustulatus is a saprobic fungus growing on dead wood, sporadically attacking living trees and inducing a characteristic white pocket rot in decorticated oaks (Otjen, Blanchette 1984; Jahn 1990; Domański 1991; Ginns, Lefebvre 1993) .
In Poland, Xylobolus frustulatus occurs mostly in old tree stands, in areas being frequently under protection, e.g. in the Molenda reserve near Łódź or in the Białowieża National Park (Wojewoda 2000a) . It has been recorded so far in deciduous and mixed forest with the participation of Quercus, e.g., in Tilio-Carpinetum Tracz. 1962 association (Orłoś 1961; Wojewoda 1978; Wojewoda et al. 1999; Skirgiełło 1997 Skirgiełło , 1998 .
DISTRIBUTION
Xylobolus frustulatus is a widespread species, known from Europe, Asia, North America and Australia. In the North America, it has been recorded in Canada, Mexico and the United States (e.g. Chamuris 1988; Ginns, Lefebvre 1993) . In Asia, it has been reported, among others, from Iran, Japan and Thailand (e.g. Imazeki, Hongo 1975; Hallenberg 1978 Hallenberg , 1981 Hjortstam, Ryvarden 1982) . In Europe, it occurs in many countries, e.g., in Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Norway, Spain and Sweden (e.g. Kotlaba 1967 Kotlaba , 1986 Lange 1974; Jülich 1984; Telleria 1990; Krieglsteiner 1991; Hansen, Knudsen 1997 ), being a rare fungus in some of them, e.g., in Norway and Finland (Hansen, Knudsen 1997).
In Poland, Xylobolus frustulatus is a rare species, being recorded so far most frequently in the north-eastern part of the country. The complete list of localities and the distribution map are published by Wojewoda (2000a) . Recently, this species has been found in two new localities, i.e. in Tarnów in the Western Carpathians and in the Sośnica reserve in Western Pomerania (Fig. 3) . The species was recently recorded from Brandenburg (Benkert 2001; Schmidt et al. 2008) . Xylobolus frustulatus has been found in the Sośnica reserve in October 2006. This is the first documented locality of that species in the western part of Poland. Earlier, it was reported by Orłoś (1951) from the area of Warcin but the author did not specified the exact location of its occurrence; in consequence it was not taken into consideration when preparing the map of geographical distribution by Wojewoda (2000a) .
The Sośnica reserve is situated within a large forest complex, some 2 km to the south of the Sośnica village in the Wierzchowo district in Western Pomerania. The fruitbodies of Xylobolus frustulatus grew on old decorticated oak log, most likely of Quercus petraea, as only this oak species occurred in the reserve. The fruitbodies were found on only one log, in the patches of Luzulo pilosae-Fagetum W. Mat. et A. Mat. 1973 association. Within the area of the Sośnica reserve, a 240-280 years old beech-oak tree stand with many monumental specimens of Fagus sylvatica and Quercus petraea is protected here (Paton 1998) . Moreover, old oak logs are also found here, which brings about suitable conditions for development of Xylobolus frustulatus. 
